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in the countries of Kalasapura, Sinhala, Tamvaru, Mukta-
paniya and Shreeparnakas, which go by the name of the
Padmaragas, are allied to one another, and should be re-
garded as alien to a Padmaraga of the genuine species.

The first of the above named species (kalasa ) is marked
by a frosty or husky aspect. The alien species, found in
the country of the Tamvaru, is characterised by a redish or
copper-coloured hue, that found in the island of Sinhala,
looks thin and perched up, the Muktapaniyam is marked by
a shade of sky blue tint, while the Shreeparnakam is devoid
of lustre and brilliancy. These, in conjunction with the follow-
ing, form the distinctive traits of the several alien species of
the Padmaraga, viz., that they are either marked by a copper-
tint, or look frosty at the centre, or seem to be clouded
with an oily coating, or shine with a faded or discoloured
light after rubbing, or cast a dark shade at the sides, if pressed
on the head with the fingers. In testing a Padmaraga, which
excels in lustre and brilliancy all other members of its own
family, but which bears a weight unequal to the specific weight
of a gem of its own class and size, the wise should give their
verdict, as regards genuineness, to the one of greater weight of
the two* gems compared. In a case of doubtful and bewilder-
ing testimonies, the gem should be subjected to the test of a
testing stone, or examined by scratching it with a gem of the
same species. Excepting diamond and Kuruvinda, no other
gem can cut or scratch a bit of Padmaraga or Indranila.

A gem, belonging to an alien or an incompatible group,
should not be worn with one of the genuine species and
possessed of* great virtues. Even the wearing of such a
gem is forbidden, if strung together with the Koustabha of
divine potency. As a Chandala in the company of a host of
mighty Brahmanas, can defile them without the least effort,,
bo a gem of the incompatible type, can nullify the potencies
of all other precious stones, if worn or strung together. No
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